
NORMAN D. HOLEN 

7332 12th Avenue South 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55423 

612-869-7994, ndholen@hotmail.com 

 

EDUCATION 

1959       Bachelor of Arts, Concordia College, Moorhead, MN 

1962 Master of Fine Arts, State University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

1972 Post graduate study, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 

 

EMPLOYMENT  

1962-63  Instructor, Chairman, Northwestern College, Orange City, IA 

1963-64 Instructor, Concordia College, Moorhead, MN 

1964-02 Professor, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, MN 

                     1967-68, 1979, and 1987-88, Department Chair, Emeriti Professor 2002 

 

PUBLIC COMMISSIONS AND COLLECTIONS, selected 

1974      “St. Bridget,” St. Bridget Catholic Church, Cavalier, ND, half life-size cast bronze 

1977      “Creation,” Luther Theological Seminary, St. Paul, MN, 36’ brazed steel bas relief 

1980       “Christ and the Child,” Vinje Lutheran Church, Willmar, MN, half life-size terra cotta 

1981       “The Family,” Civic Plaza, Richfield, MN, 14’ stainless steel  

1987       “Sculptured ceramic vase”, King Olav, Oslo, Norway 

1989       “Burning Bush,” Augsburg University, Minneapolis, MN, 12’ stainless steel 

1995       “Eternal Flame,” and Augsburg University Medallion, King Harald V, Oslo, Norway 

2000       “Arbor Image,” Kirchbak Garden, Richfield, MN, 12’ stainless steel 

2001       “Portrait of King Harald V”, Oslo, Norway, graphite drawing 

 

EXHIBITIONS, selected 

1965             Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, IN, one-person show 

1965             Concordia College, Seward, NE, one-person show 

1965             Kohn Gallery, St. Paul, MN, one-person show 

1968             Little Gallery, Minneapolis Institute of Arts, one-person show 

1969             National Gallery, Washington, D.C., group exhibition 

1971, 73       Charleston Gallery, Charleston, WV, group exhibitions 

1971             Berea College, Berea, KY, one-person show 

1972             St. John’s University, Collegeville, MN, one-person show 

1972             Marian College, Marian, IN, one-person show 

1072             Anderson Art Center, Anderson, IN, one-person show 

1974, 77, 96 Minnesota Museum of American Art, St. Paul, MN, group exhibitions 

1774             Cumberland College, Williamsburg, KY, group exhibition 

1975             Nichols Gallery, Mankato, MN, group exhibition 

1975             Red River Art Center, Moorhead, MN, one-person show 

1979             Kresge Gallery, Minneapolis Institute of Arts, Minneapolis, MN, one-person show 

1980, 90       Minneapolis Institute of Arts, Minneapolis, MN, group exhibitions, 2000, 2010, 2020 

1987             Port of History Museum, Philadelphia, PA, group exhibition 

1990             Minnetonka Center for the Arts, Minnetonka, MN, group exhibition 
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1992             Concordia College, St. Paul, MN, one-person show 

1964-2003    Augsburg University, Minneapolis MN, numerous one-person shows 

1994, 05, 14 Minnetonka Center for the Arts, Minnetonka, MN, group shows 

1996             Minnesota Museum of American Art, St. Paul MN, group show 

2001             Allied Art, Youngstown, OH, group exhibition 

2003             Anderson Center, Red Wing, MN, group exhibition 

2008, 12       Phipps Gallery, Hudson, MN group show 

2009, 11       Bloomington Art Center, Bloomington, MN, group exhibition              

2009-14        Fellows Invitational, National Sculpture Society, New York, group shows 

2013             Gallery 13, Minneapolis, MN, group exhibition   

 

HONORS, PRIZES, AWARDS, selected national and international 

1971       Award, “Salome,” Ball State University, Muncie, IN, national 

               Award of Excellence, “Woman at the Well II,” Marietta College, Marietta, OH,  

                      international   

1978      Award for Sculpture, “Salome,” Marietta College, Marietta, OH, international 

1975       First Prize for Sculpture, “Adolescent I,” National Fine Arts Open, Rapid City, SD 

1977       Award, “Bridget,” Ball State University, Muncie, IN, national 

               Gregory Award, “Sarah,” National Sculpture Society, New York, NY. national 

1980 Rachael Leah Armour Award, “Lynn,” Allied Artists of America, New York, national 

               Bronze Medal, “Adolescent I,” National Sculpture Society, New York, NY, national  

1981 Top Award, “Dressmaker I,” Ball State University, Muncie, IN, national 

1982 Rachel Leah Armour Award, “Paula V,” Allied Artists of America, New York, N.Y, 

                      national 

1983 In Memoriam Award, “Paula Seated,” Allied Artist of America, New York, NY, national 

               Joel Meisner Award, “Dressmaker I,” National Sculpture Society, New York, NY, national 

1998 Best of Show, “Adolescent I” Elk River, MN, national 

2002       Best 3-Dimensional Sculpture, “Woman in the Wind II,” Elk River, MN, national 

2003       Award of Excellence, “Sidelong Glance II,” Elk River, MN, national 

2004       Best Sculpture, “Woman in a Summer Dress,” Elk River, MN, national 

2006       Cari Rock Ceramic Award, “Woman at the Bus Stop,” Elk River, MN, national 

2007       Cari Rock Ceramic Award, “Woman in a Bathing Suit,” Elk River, MN, national 

 

EDUCATIONAL GRANTS AND AWARDS (Selected) 

1970       Faculty Growth Award, Educational Division, American Lutheran Church 

1972       Faculty Growth Award, Educational Division, American Lutheran Church 

1975-76 Study Grant and Sabbatical Leave, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, MN 

1983-84 Study Grant and Sabbatical Leave, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, MN 

1983-84 Faculty Development Grant, Bush Foundation 

1984 Faculty Growth Award, Educational Division, American Lutheran Church 

1985 Faculty Development Grant, Bush Foundation 

1985       Alumni Achievement Award, Concordia College, Moorhead, MN 

1987       Faculty Development Grant, Bush Foundation 

1988       Faculty Recognition Award, Creative Scholarship, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, MN 
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1989       Faculty Development Grant, Bush Foundation 

1990       Governor’s Award on Technology to Assist Individuals with Disabilities 

1991       Faculty Development Grant, Bush Foundation 

1991-92 Study Grant and Sabbatical Leave, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, MN 

1991       Faculty Development Grant, Bush Foundation and Travel Grant, Dean’s Fund 

1992       Faculty Development Grant, Bush Foundation 

1995 Faculty Travel/Conference Grant, Dean’s Fund, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, MN    

1998-99 Study Grant and Sabbatical Leave, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, MN              

1999 Faculty Development Grant, Bush Foundation   

 

 

ARTICLES BY NORMAN HOLEN, selected 

REVIEW OF THE ARTS, “On the Process of Creation” 1978-79 

American Artist, “Expressing the Human Form in Terra Cotta,” November 1986 

American Artist, “Drawing Nature Close Up,” May 1995 

The Artist’s Magazine, “Sculpture Made Simple,” September 1996 

Pottery Making Illustrated, “Slab Pottery”,1998 

Clay Times, “Filling the Void,” September/October 1999 

Clay Times, “The Exaggerated Pot,” September/October 2002  

Clay Times, “Ceramic Figures Made with Molds,” March/April 2003 

Clay Times, “The Figure:  Proportions and Points of Reference,” January/February 2005 

Clay Times, “Pots from Nature,” September/October 2006 

Clay Times, “New Forms from Old Clay,” January/February 2008 

Clay Times, “Sketching Concepts for Slab-Built Clay,” January/February 2010 

 

BOOKS 

1987       The National Sculpture Society Celebrates the Figure by Jean Henry   

1989       Sculpture:  Technique, Form, Content by Arthur William 

1992       Monumental Minnesota by Moira F. Harris 

2001       Making Ceramic Sculpture by Roul Acero 

2004       The Sculpture Reference by Arthur Williams 

      500 Figures in Clay by Lark Books 

2006       500 Animals in Clay by Lark Books  

2010       Scene from the Sidewalk by Glenn Keitel 

2014       500 Figures in Clay, volume 2 by Lark Books 

     

 

The Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, MN, has two of my terra cotta pieces of sculpture and 

two of my graphite drawings.  They also have my memoir, “Holen Chronicle,” my poem book, 

“Circle of Feathers,” two of my tools and splints (that my physically challenged students used in my 

art classes at Augsburg) in their permanent collection.  In addition, they also have several newspaper 

articles featuring these physically challenged students and a great many photographs of my artwork  
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in their accession file.  The Weisman Art Museum, in Minneapolis, MN, has also acquired two of my 

stoneware pieces of sculpture and the Hennepin History Museum, in Minneapolis, has two of my 

other splints and tools along with articles that demonstrate their function in creating art in my classes 

at Augsburg University. 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS                         BIOGRAPHICAL LISTINGS, selected 

National Sculpture Society                                         Who’s Who in America 

       1991 Named a NSS Fellow                                 Who’s Who in American Art 

Allied Artists of America, Honorary Member            Dictionary of International Biography 

Society of Minnesota Sculptors  


